84                         Don Francisco Giner:

The story of the Spanish wandering scholars of thirty and
forty years ago, before the creation of travelling studentships,
has been described by one of them. It was "worthy of the heroic
times of Alcala and Salamanca", when the students described in
the Exemplary Novels of Cervantes had to walk half across Spain
in order to reach their universities, and sometimes failed to get
there altogether, drifting off to the wars in Flanders, the armies
of occupation in Italy, the tunny fisheries of the Atlantic coast or
a pretty face in an inn at Toledo.

They discussed with full knowledge the relative hardness of the
seats in the third dass carriages of the different countries in Europe,
and they knew the nutritive value of every article of food, in pro-
portion to its cost, better than all the graphs in biological laboratories.

It was a sacrifice; and besides, it was not so useful as it might have
been. Not only was the student hindered by material preoccupa-
tions; his stay abroad was usually too short. He had to come back
just when he was getting to know the professors, making friends
among the students, becoming familar with the language and realiz-
ing what he ought to work at for preference. He came back sadly,
without really having learnt much, and consoled himself with the
fantastic illusion of going abroad again soon, to finish some piece of
work which he had begun.

Still, when he returned to Spain he realized that he had not lost his
time completely. How many things he had learnt without noticing
them! He knew, at least, of the existence of certain problems, the
relative importance of certain theories, the modern bibliography of
his subject, and modern methods of investigation. If only he had the
books at hand, and above all the complete sets of periodicals! He
would almost have been able to go on with his work in Spain!

The company of Don Francisco consoled him in his dejection....
How anxiously he questioned the returned traveller! How im-
patient he was to obtain information!

"And tell me, what do they tfiinfc now on such and such a point?
What is the opinion on such and such a book? How far do they
think over there that such and such a theory still applies?"

For days and days he would go on asking questions to get infor-
mation for himself. As cattle-dealers when they value a sheep have